Philippines
Chart 1 – The Philippines’ imports of timber
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Chart 1 shows that the Philippines used to import substantial quantities of logs and sawn wood from countries a large percentage of whose timber exports are likely to be illegal – Indonesia, Malaysia (primarily Sarawak), Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands.

Plywood and wooden furniture supplied from Malaysia and, recently, China account for most of the other wooden products.

Little of the total is likely to be exported subsequently, with or without further processing.
The great majority of the Philippines’ formal exports of timber – see Chart 2 below – are likely to derive either from plantations or from timber which has been imported into export processing zones (and consequently not reported in the Philippines’ import statistics).

This is because the rich forests which used to cover the country are now exhausted or have been cleared – particularly as a consequence of logging during the Marcos era for export to Japan.

Logging in what remains of the Philippines’ forest has been prohibited several times, including in response to the death and destruction which flooding and land slides have caused subsequent to storms on degrade forest land.  These bans tend to remain effective for as long relevant issues receive political attention.  The resulting illegal timber tends to be described as having been felled before the ban came into force.

There have been frequent reports of violence against those who expose or complain about illegal logging continues.
  Officials and senior politicians appear complicit in the production or supply of illegal timber.

Some of this illegal timber is exported, at times mixed with products which derive from imported wood, including to at least one reputable company in the UK which failed to carry out the level of due diligence which its own policies demand.

Chart 2 – The Philippines exports of Timber Sector products
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Almost all the rapidly increasing volume of sawn wood exports to China are destined for importers located in Jiaxing and are likely to derive from plantations
 and therefore not tropical timber from local or imported sources.  The same holds for exports to Taiwan.

The large increase in exports of joinery to Japan during 2006 is attributable to products made from wood grown in New Zealand and supplied to export processing zones.  It is likely that the large quantity exported prior to 2006 derives from similar sources of supply.

Although much of the wooden furniture which is exported to the USA might derive from tropical timber, the decline in weight exported during the second half of last decade is likely to correlate much more closely with recession than with concern about the products’ legality.

Non-coniferous plywood accounts for most other timber products exported to Japan.  Judging by its unit import value, this plywood is unlikely to derive from tropical timber.

Conclusion:

Despite logging in forest currently being prohibited, there are reports of illegal logging (usually with the at least tacit approval of the authorities).  There are also reports that timber smuggled out of neighbouring countries enters the Philippines for onwards export, perhaps after milling.  The quantities exported are probably small – having an export value in the order of US$ ten million per year.
� Source:  based on UN Comtrade and (no longer available) TradeLine Philippines


� Chapter 2 “Power from the Forest” Marites Dañguilan-Vitug (2004)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pcij.org/HotSeat/Chapter%202%20-%20Power%20from%20the%20Forest.pdf" ��http://www.pcij.org/HotSeat/Chapter%202%20-%20Power%20from%20the%20Forest.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.illegal-logging.info/item_single.php?it_id=5506&it=news" ��http://www.illegal-logging.info/item_single.php?it_id=5506&it=news� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.illegal-logging.info/item_single.php?it_id=4106&it=news" ��http://www.illegal-logging.info/item_single.php?it_id=4106&it=news�  and


� HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/2010/03/philippine-editor-vitug-receives-series-of-death-t.php" ��http://cpj.org/2010/03/philippine-editor-vitug-receives-series-of-death-t.php� 


� various news articles at: � HYPERLINK "http://illegal-logging.info/approach.php?a_id=88#news" ��http://illegal-logging.info/approach.php?a_id=88#news� 


� Section 4.3 “What Wood You Choose?  Tracking forest products on sale in the UK back to their forest source” WWF (02/2011) � HYPERLINK "http://assets.panda.org/downloads/what_wood_you_choose_feb11.pdf" ��http://assets.panda.org/downloads/what_wood_you_choose_feb11.pdf� 


The imported wood was supplied by a trader based in Hong Kong.


� Source:  based on UN Comtrade and (no longer available) TradeLine Philippines


� Based on analysis of China’s monthly import statistics.  Judging by the “location” of the importing enterprise, unit import and export values, and other information, it seems that all those exports comprise the species albizia falcata destined to be made into blockboard.


� Based on assessment of the export and import values per unit of volume of trade from the Philippines to Taiwan.
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